
Looking for a Summer Session II Philosophy Course?

Consider: Ancient Greek Philosophy (PHIL 210)
Taught by: Lindsay Brainard 

We'll discuss questions such as: 

• Should you bother being nice to people if it doesn't even make you rich? 

• Does the ease with which children master simple geometry prove that we 
never learn anything new?

• Is it possible to traverse an infinite series of points in a finite amount of  
time?

• Does the fact that Cronos approved of eating his children make eating 
one's children morally good?

Saturn Devouring his Son by Francisco Goya
Course Description 
In this course, we will contend with philosophical puzzles posed by ancient Greek philosophers and the 
solutions these thinkers offered. We will spend some time in the beginning of the course considering the 
works of the pre-Socratics; however, the majority of our attention will be devoted to the works of Plato 
and Aristotle. We will discuss historically important responses from these philosophers to questions in 
ethics (e.g. “What is the good life?”), political philosophy (e.g. “What is the structure of a just human 
society?”), metaphysics (e.g. “In virtue of what do objects have their properties?”), and epistemology 
(e.g. “What is knowledge?”). At various junctures, we will compare the answers these ancient thinkers 
gave to the treatment these questions have received by later historical figures and contemporary 
philosophers. Classes will proceed primarily by lecture, though there will be a significant discussion 
component for this course. This course will serve as a good introduction to philosophical thought for  
students who have not yet taken any other philosophy courses, and it will also be appropriate for 
students who have already studied some philosophy and are interested in learning more about ancient 
Greek thought.


