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Curriculum Vitae 

Rebecca L. Walker, Ph.D. 

rlwalker@med.unc.edu  

333 South Columbia Street 
333 MacNider Hall, CB#7240 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27599 - 7240 

USA 

phone: 919-843-6896 
fax: 919-966-7499 

Education 

Greenwall Foundation Post-Doctoral Fellowship, Johns Hopkins University 
(September 1999 - June 2001) Bioethics and Health Policy 

Ph.D., Stanford University (August 1998) Philosophy 
(Dissertation: Moral Variety and Plural Theories) 

M.A., Stanford University (June 1993) Philosophy 

A.B., Stanford University (June 1992) American Studies 

Professional Experience 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

 Associate Professor, Department of Social Medicine 
(May 2011 - present) 

 Adjunct Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy 
(May 2011 - present) 

 Core Faculty, Center for Bioethics 
(July 2010 - present) 

 Co-Director for Education, Hospital Ethics Service 
(June 2010 - Present) 

 Assistant Professor, Department of Social Medicine 
(July 2003 - April 2011) 
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 Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy 
(July 2003 - April 2011) 

University of Michigan at Ann Arbor 

 Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy 
(September 2001 - June 2003) 

 Project Director, Life Sciences, Values and Society Program 
(September 2001 - June 2003) 

 Core Faculty, Bioethics Program, Medical School 
(September 2001 - June 2003) 

Johns Hopkins University 

 Greenwall Fellow in Bioethics and Health Policy, Bioethics Institute 
(September 1999 - August 2001) 

 Adjunct Assistant Professor, Master of Literature and Arts Program 
(January 2001 - May 2001) 

Institute of Medicine, Health Sciences Policy Division 

 Bioethics Consultant (2000 - 2001) 

 Research Fellow (June 2000 - August 2000) 

Arizona State University 

 Lecturer, University Honors College (August 1998 - May 1999) 

Honors and Awards 

Faculty Fellow, Institute for Arts and Humanities, UNC-CH (Fall 2015) 

Editorial Board Member for the Southern Journal of Philosophy 
(2008 - Present) 

Fellow, The Parr Center for Ethics, UNC-CH 
(2005 - Present) 

Member of the School of Medicine, Academy of Educators 
(May 2010- Present) 

UNC Junior Faculty Development Award 
(2008 - 2009) 
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“Confucian Virtues at Work” conference: developed in response to publication of 
Working Virtue: Virtue Ethics and Contemporary Moral Problems (Walker and  
Ivanhoe,  editors)  by  multiple  sponsoring  departments  and  units  at 
University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 
(March 2008) 

Ethics Fellow, Institute for the Arts and Humanities, UNC-CH 
(Fall 2004) 

Greenwall Foundation Post-Doctoral Fellowship in Bioethics and Health Policy 
(1999 - 2001) 

National Institutes of Health, Department of Bioethics, Post-Doctoral Fellowship 
(declined 1999) 

Mellon Foundation pre-doctoral fellowship 
(1997 - 1998) 

Outstanding Graduate Student Paper, Between Theory and Anti-Theory: Taking 
the Variety in Moral Experience Seriously, Pacific Division of the American 
Philosophical Association 
(May 1997) 

Dissertation Fellowship, Stanford University 
(1993 - 1997) 

Bibliography 

Books and Chapters 

Buchbinder M, Rivkin-Fish M, Walker RL. Understanding Health Inequalities and 
Justice: Bridging Perspectives for New Conversations. (Forthcoming, UNC Press 
Series in Social Medicine)  

Walker RL, Rivkin-Fish M, Buchbinder M. Introduction. In Understanding Health 
Inequalities and Justice: Bridging Perspectives for New Conversations. (as above) 

Walker RL. Virtue Ethics and Medical Ethics. In: Companion to Virtue Ethics, 
Besser-Jones LL and Slote M, Eds. New York: Routledge; 2015: 515-528. 

Walker RL, Ivanhoe PJ, editors. Working Virtue: Virtue Ethics and Contemporary 
Moral Problems. Oxford (UK): Oxford University Press; 2007. 319 p. [Re-issued in 
paperback, 2009]. 
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Walker RL. The Good Life for Non-Human Animals: What Virtue Requires of 
Humans. In: Working Virtue: Virtue Ethics and Contemporary Moral Problems 
[cited above]. p. 173-189. 

Walker RL, Ivanhoe PJ. Introduction.  In: Working Virtue: Virtue Ethics and 
Contemporary Moral Problems [cited above]. p 1-39. 

Walker RL. Bioethics. In: Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Borchert D, editor, Vol. 1. 
2nd ed. Detroit (MI): Macmillan Reference USA; 2006. p 598-605. 

Journal Articles 

Lázaro-Muñoz G, Conley JM, Davis AM, Van Riper M, Walker RL, Juengst ET. 
Looking for Trouble: Doctors, Patients, and Preventive Genomic Sequencing. 
American Journal of Bioethics, 2015; 15(7): 3-14. (Target Article with 9 responses 
and a related editorial) 

Walker RL, Juengst ET, Whipple W, Davis AM. Genomic Research with the Newly 
Dead: A Crossroads for Ethics and Policy. Journal of Law, Medicine and Ethics, 
2014; 42(2): 220-231.  

Walker RL, Morrissey C. Bioethics methods in the Ethical, Legal, and Social 
Implications of the Human Genome Project literature. Bioethics, 2014; 28(9): 
481-490. 

Estroff SE, Walker RL. Confidentiality: Concealing “Things Shameful to be Spoken 
About.” Virtual Mentor. September 2012, 14(9):733-737. 
http://virtualmentor.ama-assn.org/2012/09/msoc1-1209.html. 

Morrissey C, Walker RL. Funding and Forums for ELSI Research: Who (or What) is 
Setting the Agenda? American Journal of Bioethics Primary Research. 2012; 3(3): 
51-60. 

Walker RL, Morrissey C. Charting ELSI’s Future Course: Lessons from the Recent 
Past. Genetics in Medicine. 2012; 14(4): 259-267. 

Walker RL, King NMP. Biodefense Research and the US Regulatory Structure: 
Whither Nonhuman Primate Moral Status? Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal. 
2011; 21(3): 277-310. 

Walker RL. Virtue Ethics and Medicine. Lahey Clinic Journal of Medical Ethics. 
Fall 2010 (feature article); 17(3): 1-2. 

Walker RL. Respect for Rational Autonomy. Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal. 
2009; 19(4): 339-366. 

Walker RL. Medical Ethics Needs a New View of Autonomy. Journal of Medicine 
and Philosophy. 2009; 33(6): 594-608. 

http://virtualmentor.ama-assn.org/2012/09/msoc1-1209.html
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Walker RL. Human and Animal Subjects of Research: The Moral Significance of 
Respect versus Welfare. Journal of Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics. 2006; 
27(4): 305-331. 

Walker RL, Siegel, AW. Morality and the Limits of Societal Values in Health Care 
Allocation. Health Economics. 2002. 11(3): 265-273. 

Other Publications 

Biller-Andorno N, Grimm H, Walker RL*. Professionalism and Ethics in Animal 
Research. Nature Biotechnology. [forthcoming commentary].*According to Nature 
Biotechnology style, the primary author is listed last. 

Walker RL. Review of The Ethics of Species: An Introduction (R Sandler). 
International Studies in the Philosophy of Science. 2013. 27(2):225-228. 

Walker RL. Review of Disability and Disadvantage (K Brownlee and A Cureton, 
editors). Mind. 2012. 121(484):1047-1052. 

Walker RL, King NMP. Animal Care and Use in Biodefense and Emerging Infectious 
Disease Research: Framing the Ethical and Policy Issues [Internet]. Chapel Hill 
(NC): Policy, Ethics, and Law Core of the Southeast Regional Center of Excellence 
for Emerging Infections and Biodefense. 2010. 106 pages. Available from: 
http://www.serceb.org/documents/Animalresearchethics.htm [white paper]. 

Peer Refereed Presentations 

“Whither animal moral status? Comparing the ethical implications of U.S. and 
E.U. animal research regulatory structures”. 2015 American Society for Bioethics 
and the Humanities. Houston, TX. Oct. 22-25 [Published Abstract].    

“Moral Frameworks for Animal Research: Considering a Virtue Ethical Approach”. 
Paper presentation. 2011 American Society for Bioethics and the Humanities. 
Minneapolis, MN. Oct. 13-16 [Published Abstract]. 

“The ‘E’ in ‘ELSI’". Paper presentation. 2011 ELSI Congress: “Exploring the ELSI 
Universe”. University of North Carolina. Chapel Hill, NC. April 12-14, 2011 
[Published Abstract]. 

“Justice Concerns in the Use of Psychosocial Criteria in Organ Allocation”. Paper 
Presentation. American Society for Bioethics and the Humanities. Washington, 
DC. October 2009 [Published Abstract]. 

"Ethical Issues in the Use of Animals for Biodefense and Emerging Infectious 
Disease Research". Paper Presentation. American Society for Bioethics and the 
Humanities. Cleveland, OH. October 2008 [Published Abstract]. 

http://www.serceb.org/documents/Animalresearchethics.htm
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“Justice and the Use of Psychosocial Criteria for Organ Allocation” [with Maryam 
Valapour, MD]. Paper presentation. American Society of Transplant Surgeons. 
Chicago Transplant Ethics Consortium, and Northwestern University Feinberg 
School of Medicine sponsored, “Frontiers of Ethics in Transplantation”. Chicago, 
IL. April 2008 [Published Abstract]. 

“The Good Life for Non-Human Animals: What Virtue Requires of Humans”. Paper 
presentation. American Philosophical Association. Portland, OR. March 2006 
[Published Abstract]. 

 Also presented to the Triangle Ethics Circle, NC. 

“Research on Animals: A Case of Just Suffering?” Panel Presentation, American 
Society for Bioethics and the Humanities, Washington, DC. October 2005 
[Published Abstract]. 

 Also presented to the Duke-UNC Bioethics group. 

“Why Is It So Hard to Allocate Resources Fairly?” Panel Presentation. American 
Society for Bioethics and the Humanities. Baltimore, MD. October 2002 [Published 
Abstract]. 

 Also presented to University of Michigan, Bioethics Core Faculty, and 

 Greenwall Foundation fellows reunion, Belmont Center, Baltimore, 
MD. 

“Incorporating Rationality into the Concept of Respect for Patient Autonomy”. 
Paper Presentation. Association for Practical and Professional Ethics. Cincinnati, 
OH. March 2001 [Published Abstract]. 

 Also presented to University of Manitoba, Centre for Professional 
and Applied Ethics, 

 Michigan State University, Center for Ethics and Humanities in the 
Life Sciences, 

 University of Michigan, Bioethics Program and Medical School Grand 
Rounds, and 

 Johns Hopkins University, Bioethics Institute. 

“Morality and the Limits of Societal Preferences in Health Care Allocation”. Paper 
Presentation. American Society for Bioethics and the Humanities. Salt Lake City, 
UT. October 2000 [Published Abstract]. 

 Also presented to Johns Hopkins University, Bioethics Institute. 

“Moral Theory, Anti-Theory, and the Scientific Model”. Paper Presentation. 
American Philosophical Association. Washington, DC. December 1998 [Published 
Abstract] 

 Also presented to University of North Florida, Philosophy 
Department, and 
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 Stanford University, Philosophy Department 

“Between Theory and Anti-Theory: Taking the Variety in Moral Experience 
Seriously”*. Paper Presentation. American Philosophical Association. Berkeley, 
CA. March 1997 [Published Abstract]. (*Winner of the Graduate Student Paper 
Award) 

 Also presented to University of Calgary, Philosophy Department, and 

 University of Canterbury, New Zealand, Philosophy Department 

 Stanford University, Philosophy Department 

Invited Presentations (Selected) 

“Philosophical Methods for ELSI Research”. National Human Genome Research 
Institute CEER Consortium Annual Meeting. Baltimore, MD. March 17-18, 2015.  

“What is the Moral Standing of Research Animals?” City University of Hong Kong, 
Center for East Asian and Comparative Philosophy. Hong Kong, China. May 19, 
2015.  

“Virtue Ethics and Animal Research.” For Workshop on Ethics and Non-human 
Animals: East and West, City University of Hong Kong, Center for East Asian and 
Comparative Philosophy. Hong Kong, China. May 21, 2015. 

“Balancing Harm and Benefit in Animal Research”. North Carolina Association for 
Biomedical Research, Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee conference. 
Research Triangle Park, NC. April 29, 2014. 

“What is the Moral Standing of Research Animals?”. Institute for Biomedical 
Ethics. University of Zurich, Switzerland. March 12, 2014.  

“Of Mice and Primates: Virtue Ethics and Animal Research Workshop”. Messerli 
Research Institute. University of Veterinary Medicine, Vienna, Austria. March 11, 
2014. 

“Beyond Anthropocentrism: Virtue Ethics and Animal Research”. Institute for 
Philosophy, University of Vienna, Austria. March 10, 2014.  

 “Moral Frameworks and Animal Research”. Triad Veterinary Residency Seminar 
Series. National Institute of Environment Health Sciences. Research Triangle 
Park, NC. May 6, 2013.  

“Ethical Issues in Research on the Newly Dead”. Panel Presentation. Research 
Ethics Grand Rounds. University of North Carolina. Chapel Hill, NC. April 18, 
2013.  
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“The Ethical, Legal, and Social Implications of Mouse Genetics and Genomics 
Research” (co-presentation with Fernando Manuel Pardo de Villeana, PhD). 
Center for Genomics and Society Seminar Series. University of North Carolina. 
Chapel Hill, NC. March 18, 2013. 

“Moral Frameworks for Animal Research”. Research Ethics Grand Rounds. Wake 
Forest University Center for Bioethics, Health and Society. Winston-Salem, NC. 
March 6, 2012. 

“Out from the Shadow of the Moral Law: Virtue Ethics and Animal Research”. 
Bioethics Seminar Series. Wake Forest University, Center for Bioethics, Health, 
and Society. Winston-Salem, NC. March 6, 2012. 

“Ethics and ELSI: Looking Backwards and Forwards”. Center for Genomics and 
Society, Seminar Series. University of North Carolina. Chapel Hill, NC. February 
21, 2012. 

“Genomics and Societal Issues”. Panel Presentation. Centers for Excellence in 
ELSI Research, Annual Meeting. Rockville, MD. October 4-5, 2011. 

“Animal Research and the US Regulatory Structure”. Paper presentation. North 
Carolina State University, Philosophy Department. “Tom Regan: A Celebration”. 
Raleigh, NC. April 15-16, 2011. 

“E in ELSI”. Invited workshop. 2011 ELSI Congress: “Exploring the ELSI Universe”. 
University of North Carolina. Chapel Hill, NC. April 12-14, 2011. 

“Ethics and Animal Research”. Research Ethics Grand Rounds. Center for 
Translational Science Award, NC-TraCS. University of North Carolina. Chapel Hill, 
NC. February 17, 2011. 

“On Issues of Futility and Distributive Justice in Health Care”. Panel 
presentation. University of North Carolina Hospitals SICU (Surgical Intensive Care 
Unit) Ethics Conference. Chapel Hill, NC. February 7, 2011. 

“Methods in Clinical Ethics”. Lecture. University of North Carolina, Hospital 
Ethics Committee. Chapel Hill, NC. February 3, 2011. 

“Directed donation for teenage transplant and the “compliance dilemma”: 
Considering the ethical issues”. Transplant Education seminar. UNC Hospitals, 
Chapel Hill, NC. January 27, 2010. 

“Four Justice Issues for the use of Psychosocial Criteria in Organ Candidate 
Selection”. Lecture. Primary Medicine Resident Program. UNC-CH, Chapel Hill, 
NC. March 17, 2010. 

“Moral and Social Values and the Use of Psychosocial Criteria for Organ Recipient 
Screening”. Lecture. International Transplant Nurses Society, North Carolina 
Chapter. Chapel Hill, NC. April 24, 2009 
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“Interested Justice and Moral Partiality: Virtue ethics and role morality”. 
Keynote Response. Conference on “Confucian Virtues at Work,” Eugene, OR, 
March 2008. 

“Justice and Allocation for Treatment of HIV/AIDS in South Carolina.” Panel 
Presentation. Johnson & Johnson Lecture in Health Law and Policy. University of 
South Carolina School of Law. March 2008 

“Allocation Models and Mass Casualty Events”. Lecture. University of North 
Carolina, Hospital Ethics Committee. Chapel Hill, NC. January 2007 

“Stem Cell Research: An Ethical Analysis of Moral Status Claims for Human 
Embryos”. Lecture. University of North Carolina, Medicine Basic Science Dept. 
graduate ethics training. Chapel Hill, NC. August 2007 

 Also presented at the Morehead Planetarium, Educational Session for 
Planetarium staff educators, Chapel Hill, NC. 

“When Autonomous Patients make Non-autonomous Decisions”. Paper 
Presentation. University of North Carolina, Department of Social Medicine. 
Chapel Hill, NC. October 2006 

 Also presented to the Hospital Ethics Committee, UNC-CH 

“Human and Non-Human Subjects of Research: Respect versus Welfare”. Paper 
Presentation. Greenwall Foundation fellows and scholars reunion. Baltimore, MD. 
October 2005. 

 Also presented to the Duke-UNC Bioethics Group 

“Health Care Resource Allocation Models” (with Nancy King). Lecture. University 
of North Carolina, Hospital Ethics Committee. Chapel Hill, NC. March 2004. 

“Health Care Allocation: The Case of the Flu Vaccine.” Lecture. University of 
North Carolina, Institute for Arts and the Humanities. Chapel Hill, NC. October 
2004 

“The Ethics of Human Cloning”. Public Lecture. Ann Arbor Public Library. Ann 
Arbor, MI. April 2003 

“Research Responsibility for Clinician Investigators” (with Susan Goold). Lecture. 
University of Michigan, Research Responsibility Program. Ann Arbor, MI. March 
2003 

“Disability, Quality of Life, and the Allocation of Scarce Health Care Resources.” 
Paper Presentation. University of North Carolina, Department of Social Medicine. 
Chapel Hill, NC. January 2003. 

“Bioethics at the Institute of Medicine: 1970 - 2000”. Paper Presentation. 
Institute of Medicine, Health Sciences Policy Division. Washington, DC. June 
2001. 
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“Free Will and Responsibility”. Lecture. California State University, Fullerton, 
Philosophy Department. Fullerton, CA. March 1998 

“Theories of Punishment”. Paper Presentation. University of Canterbury, 
Philosophy Department. Canterbury, New Zealand. April 1998 

“The Ethical Treatment of Animals in Medical Experimentation”. Stanford 
University Medical School. Stanford, CA. February 1997. 

Grants 

Active and Recent Grants 

Health Inequalities and Justice  

Sponsor: UNC College of Arts and Sciences Grant for Interdisciplinary Initiatives 
Fall 2013 
Grant to support a cross-campus conference on interdisciplinary approaches to 
health inequalities and justice. 
Role: Conference co-organizer 

Virtue Ethics and Animal Research 

Sponsor: Messerli Foundation, Switzerland 
Fall 2013 
Travel grant to support collaborative efforts with the Institute of Biomedical 
Ethics at the University of Zurich and the Messerli-Research Institute at the 
University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna in the areas of virtue ethics and animal 
research. 

Factors Affecting Healthy Volunteers’ Long-Term Participation in 
Clinical Trials 

Sponsor: NIH National Institute of General Medical Sciences 
9/05/12 - 5/31/17 
This project investigates healthy volunteers’ patterns of participation in Phase I 
clinical trials, with particular attention to the differences among minority 
groups. This longitudinal study focuses on healthy volunteers' perceptions of the 
risks and benefits of trial participation and their decision-making processes 
surrounding enrollment in those studies over time. 
Role: Co-investigator 
Principal Investigator: Jill Fisher 
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North Carolina Translational and Clinical Sciences (TraCS) Institute: 
Research Ethics Core 

Sponsor: NIH National Center for Research Resources 
9/1/2008 - 8/31/2013 
Part of the Clinical and Translational Science Awards consortium, the TraCS 
Institute will transform the way research is performed in North Carolina by 
partnering with communities to more rapidly and efficiently "translate" scientific 
discoveries into improvements in the health of citizens. The Research Ethics Core 
focuses on bioethics curriculum at UNC-Chapel Hill, research ethics consultation, 
and empirical projects in research ethics. 
Role: Core Faculty 
Core Director: Eric Juengst 
Principal Investigator: Marschall Runge 

Center for Excellence on ELSI Research: 
Center for Genomics and Society 

Sponsor: NIH National Human Genetics Research Institute 
10/1/2007 - 9/30/2013 
The Center for Genomics and Society focuses on the Ethical, Legal and Social 
Implications of Large Sample Gene Discovery and Disclosure. The “’E’ in ‘ELSI’” 
project within the Center, which I led, focused on understanding, critically 
assessing, and offering models for, the methods, aims, and framing of ethics 
within ELSI research. 
Role: Co-Investigator 
Principal Investigator: Gail Henderson 

CEER Renewal 10/1/2013-9/30/2018 

The Center for Genomics and Society is conducting the Gene Screen project by 
investigating the ELSI questions associated with a public health model of genomic 
screening for highly deleterious, but medically ‘actionable’, genetic mutations in 
the general population.  

Role: Co-Investigator 
Principal Investigator: Gail Henderson 
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Completed Grants 

Southeast Regional Center of Excellence for Emerging Infections and 

Biodefense (SERCEB) - Policy, Ethics, and Law (PEL) Core 
Sponsor: NIH National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
10/1/2009 - 2/28/2010 
9/1/2003 - 8/31/2009 
Research, clinical care, and public health interventions related to emerging 
infections and biodefense raise critically important ethical, legal, and social 
issues. Advisory Committee members consult with researchers, clinicians, public 
health and government officials, experts in biosecurity and health policy, 
epidemiologists, bioethicists, and the senior scientists serving as SERCEB 
investigators. 
Role: Advisory Committee Member 
Principal Investigator (PEL Core): Robert Cook-Deegan 

Strengthening Bioethics Capacity and Justice in Health 

Sponsor: NIH Fogarty International Center 
06/01/04 - 05/31/08 
To build bioethical training and research capacity at the Kinshasa School of Public 
Health, Democratic Republic of Congo through expansion of its partnerships with 
the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill and the Catholic University of 
Louvain, Belgium. 
Role: Consultant 
Principal Investigator: Frieda Behets 

Center for Excellence on ELSI Research: 
Large Sample Gene Discovery and Disclosure 

Sponsor: NIH National Human Genetics Research Institute 
7/1/04 - 6/30/07 
Exploratory grant to conduct the planning necessary to create a Center of 
Excellence on the Ethical, Legal and Social Implications of Large Sample Gene 
Discovery and Disclosure. 
Role: Co-Investigator 
Principal Investigator: Don Bailey 
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Community Genetics Forum 2006: Group Benefits and Harms of 
Genetic Research 

Sponsor: NIH National Human Genetics Research Institute (NHGRI) 
October 2005 - October 2006 
Contract to host the Community Genetics Forum 2006 in connection with the 
Education and Community Involvement Branch of the NHGRI. Contract activities 
included the continued development, implementation and evaluation of a model 
Community Genetics Forum through community conversations, ELSI training, and 
a two-day colloquium on the topic of group benefits and harms related to genetic 
research. Role: Key Personnel 
Principal Investigator: Barbra Rothschild 

Teaching Record 

Medical School Courses 

Professional Development 1&2 (Fall/Spring 2104-2015) 

Bioethics Methods, Concepts and Cases, Department of Social Medicine, UNC-CH 
(Fall 2011; Spring 2013; Spring 2015) 

Biomedical Research Ethics, Department of Social Medicine, UNC-CH (Spring 
2010) 

Medicine and Society, Department of Social Medicine, UNC-CH (Spring 2005, 2005 
- 2006, 2007 - 2014) 

Justice in the Allocation of Health Care Resources, Department of Social 
Medicine, UNC-CH (2005-2007, 2009) 

Arts and Sciences Undergraduate Courses 

Biomedical Ethics, Philosophy, UNC-CH (Fall 2003, 2005, Spring 2008, Spring 
2012) 

Contemporary Moral Problems, Philosophy, University of Michigan (Spring 2002 
and 2003) 

Genetics, Disease and the Ethics of Gene Testing, Multi-authored electronic 
course, produced by Fathom Learning Group in collaboration with LSVSP, 
University of Michigan (2002 - 2003) 

Philosophy of Crime and Punishment, Philosophy, University of Michigan (Fall 
2002) 



Rebecca Walker CV – Page 14 

Biomedical Ethics, MLA Program, Johns Hopkins University (Spring 2001) 
Biomedical Ethics, Philosophy, University of Michigan (Fall 1999) Introduction to 
Philosophy, Philosophy, University of Michigan (Fall 1999) 

The Human Event, University Honors College, Arizona State University (1998 - 
1999) 

Ethical Controversy and Common Ground, Philosophy, Stanford University 
(Summer 1997) 

Arts and Sciences Graduate Level Courses 

Animal Ethics (with Mariska Leunissen), Philosophy, UNC-CH (Undergraduate and 
Graduate, Fall 2012) 

Moral Status (with Douglas MacLean), Philosophy, UNC-CH (Undergraduate and 
Graduate, Fall 2008) 

Justice in the Allocation of Health Care Resources, Philosophy and Social 
Medicine, UNC- CH (Spring 2005 and 2006) 

Theory and Anti-Theory in Ethics and Bioethics, Philosophy, UNC-CH (Spring 2004) 

Other - Guest Teaching (Selected) 

Guest Seminar leader and co-organizer, Center for Genomics and Society, UNC- 
CH, Trainee sessions on the “Use of DNA in the Classroom” (March-April 2012) 

Guest Speaker, “Virtue Ethics and Medicine”, Science of Medicine Course, UNC- 
CH (March 2011) 

Lead organizer, Capstone Course on Ethics and Professionalism, UNC-CH, (March 
2011) 

Guest Speaker, “Justice in Health Care Allocation,” Systems Based Practice 
Course, UNC-CH, (January 2011) 

Guest presenter, 4th year Medical Student Capstone Course on Ethics and 
Professionalism (with Dr. Gary Gala), UNC-CH (Spring 2010) 

Guest speaker, Policy Issues in Health Outcomes and Quality of Care, Dr. Sue 
Tolleston-Reinhardt, School of Public Health, UNC-CH (Spring 2010) 

Guest speaker, Holderness Medical Scholars Seminar Series, “Pharmaceutical 
gifts and prescribing influence”, Dr. Steve Kizer, Medical School, UNC-CH (April 
2005, March 2007, April 2009, December 2011, March 2013) 
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Panel member, “HIV-AIDS” and “Congestive heart failure”, Medical School 2nd 
Year Curriculum, UNC-CH (Fall 2005, Fall 2007) 

Guest speaker, Bioethics, “On the moral significance of non-human animals”, 
Prof. Lawrence Gilbert, Biology, UNC-CH (Spring 2005 and 2006) 

Discussion Leader, on the play “Wit”, Medical School, University of Michigan (Fall 
2001) 

Supervision 

Special Topics in Social Medicine Selectives 

 Michael Dorry (Spring 2014) 

 Seth Berkowitz (2005) 

Dissertation Committees 

 Yujia Song, Philosophy, UNC-CH (PhD awarded 2013) 

 Clair Morrissey, Philosophy, UNC-CH (PhD awarded 2010) 

 Andrew Courtwright, Philosophy, UNC-CH (MD-PhD awarded 2009) 

 Brian Thomas, Philosophy, UNC-CH (PhD awarded 2006) 

 Ingra Schellenberg, Philosophy, UNC-CH (PhD awarded 2006) 

Honors Theses 

 Hunter Cameron, Philosophy, UNC-CH (awarded 2014) 

 Kendall Nicosia-Rusin (awarded 2014) 

 Madeline Lang, Philosophy, UNC-CH (awarded 2013) 

Mentorships and Other Advising 

Faculty Co-Advisor, Carolina Undergraduate Bioethics Scholars, College of Arts 
and Science, UNC- CH (2012-Present) 

Faculty Co-Supervisor, Clinical Ethics Discussion Group, Medical School, UNC-CH 
(2007-2012) 

Center for Genomics and Society, Mentor for Clair Morrissey, (Jan. 2008-July 
2010) 
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Faculty Advisor to Stanley Hassinger, 1st year medical student, for Carolina 
Medical Student Research Program, Project on Ethical issues in Assisted 
Reproduction and Genomics (Summer 2008) 

Second Reader for Hanna Sanoff, MD, “Facing the Rising Cost of Chemotherapy in 
an Aging Population: Proposed Reform of the Drug Approval Process”, MA Public 
Health, Public Health Leadership Program (Oct. 2008) 

Faculty Supervisor, Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program, LSVSP, 
University of Michigan (2001-2002) 

Professional Service 

Selected Recent Professional Service and Outreach Activities 

Within UNC-Chapel Hill 

Search Committee, Parr Center for Ethics Director, College of Arts and Sciences 
(Fall 2014-Spring2015) 

Committee Member, Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (May 2014-
present) 

Committee Member, Review of junior faculty member for Tenure, Department of 
Social Medicine (Fall 2014) 

Committee member, Review of Dean of the School of Nursing (spring 2014) 

Committee member, School of Medicine Merrimon Lecture (2013, 2014)  

Committee member, Review of junior faculty member for re-appointment in 
Department of Social Medicine (2013) 

Committee member, Tenure track search for position in Global Health Ethics 
(2012-2013) 

Organizer, Medicine, Mortality, and Meaning Reading Group, Hospital Ethics 
Education Services (2012) 

Chair, Search Committee for Center for Bioethics junior faculty position (2011 - 
2012) 

Liaison to Reproductive Endocrinology and Infertility Ethics Committee, Hospitals 
Ethics Committee (Jan. 2010 - Present) 

Co-director for education, Hospitals Ethics Committee (June 2010-Present)  
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Organizer, Bioethics at UNC faculty works in progress group in collaboration with 
the Parr Center for Ethics (2008 - 2012) 

Ethics consultant for HEC consultation service, Hospitals Ethics Committee (2007 
- Present) 

Member of the Pandemic Flu Planning sub-committee, Hospitals Ethics 
Committee (2007 - 2009) 

Search Committee, Biomedical Ethics Center Director, UNC Medical School (2008) 

Ad Hoc Reviewing 

Science Translational Medicine (2014-)   

Austrian Science Fund (2014-) 

American Journal of Bioethics (2013 - ) 

Institute for Laboratory Animal Research (2013 - ) 

Genetics in Medicine (2012 - ) 

Wellcome Trust (2010 - 2011) 

Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal (2009) 

Bioethics (2009) 

Environmental Values (2009) 

Journal of Agricultural and Environmental Ethics (2008) 

Topics in Spinal Cord Injury Rehabilitation (2008) 


