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Abstract:  According to Michael Smith, the 'central operating problem' in meta-ethics is that the following three highly intuitive propositions are mutually inconsistent: 

1) Judgments about what we have some reason to do express beliefs Cognitivism about normative reasons) 

2) Judgments about what I have some reason to do are necessarily motivating (Internalism about motivation) 

3) Beliefs alone are incapable of motivating, motivation consists in the combination of a desire and means-end belief (Humeanism about motivation) 

In this paper I present a theory of normative reasons that solves Smith's problem by shoring how these three propositions aren't really mutually inconsistent at all. 

I will also give an independent argument (or two) for this theory.
