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Title: “Metaphor, Thought and Truth: Reducibly Literal or Irreducibly Figurative?”

Abstract:  It’s my contention that a complete account of our cognitive lives must explain not only our capacity to understand and entertain literal sentences, but also how we understand figurative tropes.  In this presentation, I focus on some of my recent work on metaphor.  First, I present an argument to convince you not to take the wussy, non-cognitivist way out, but rather to accept my thesis that metaphor understanding consists in cognitive – that is, truth-evaluable, propositional – features.  Once you have submitted to my argumentative prowess on this point, I’d like to explore the further topic of whether the cognitive features in which metaphor understanding consists are best construed as the good-old thoughts we know and love, those expressible in literal assertions, or whether such thoughts are irreducibly figurative. For example, when you understand the metaphor, “Bryce is a silver-tongued devil,” do you think some thought paraphrasable as, “Bryce is a skilled and deceptive orator,” or rather is your thought really expressible only metaphorically?  We will consider several points in favor of each consideration.

